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TA’ ANIT 


Israel’s relationship with God takes place not only every day but also in 
emergencies. Drought, famine, and war signal God’s displeasure with Israel and 
they become the occasion for acts of repentance and atonement. These take the 
form of public fasting and prayer. In times of crisis Israel jointly and severally 
relates to God through acts of supplication joined to penitence for sin. Among 
critical events that provoke a response of penitence, drought takes the first place, 
and the halakhah prescribes rules governing the occasion and its rite. A 
counterpart for ordinary times is presented by the participation in the cult of a 
priestly family of a given locale. A delegation of Levites and lay-Israelites would 
accompany the priests, twenty-four of them through the year, while at home, then, 
the entirety of the community, the non-priests, would participate through the 
recitation and study of verses of Scripture. 


Fasting and Prayer in Time of Drought: Prayers for rain are offered from the 
Festival of Tabernacles forward; that is, when the rainy season ordinarily 
commences. If the rains do not commence two weeks after the Festival, from the 
beginning of the following lunar month, Marheshvan, then a series of fasts gets 
underway. These begin as private fasts, but quickly become public and communal. 
What is the difference between a public and a private fast? On a public fast they 
eat and drink while it is still day but not after dark on the eve of the fast, which is 
not the case for the fast of an individual. On a public fast it is prohibited to do 
work, to bathe, to anoint, to put on a sandal, or to have sexual relations, which is 
not the case for an individual’s fast. 


The Shofar: The shofar is sounded as an alarm in times of crisis, the blast 
arousing God to recall the generative event in the formation of Israel, the faithful 
obedience of Abraham and Isaac. That is in line with the narrative of Gen 22; the 
sounding of the shofar calls to mind Abraham’s binding of Isaac on the altar and 
is meant to win God’s sympathetic concern for Abraham’s children. 


The Delegation: The presence of the delegation of Israelites serves to establish 
Israel’s representation when the offerings are presented, thus the early prophets 
made the rule of twenty-four watches, and for each watch there was a delegation 
(ma’amad) in Jerusalem made up of priests, Levites, and Israelites. The 
delegations corresponded to the twenty-four priestly and Levitical watches, since 


